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white woman's brain is notably inferior in size to that of the Negro
male, and that of the yellow man (the Chinese) is superior to that
of the white man,

What is known of the differences of cranial structure in whites and
blacks does not permit of any generalizations. The fact has some
while since been observed that certain famous men have been indi-
viduals of small cranial capacity, and that some idiots have enormous
brains.

The superstition to the effect that the Negro, by reason of his
bodily characteristics, is the type of race that is nearest to the ances-
tral form of man, whose anatomy is supposed to resemble that of the
chimpanzee, does not merit refutation. Yet it is upon this superstition
that many of the unfavorable judgments with regard to the Negro's
mental capacity are based. But, Professor Boas reminds us, the lips in
monkeys are thin, as in the white race, not thick as in the black
race.42 Among the races of mankind, it is the Europeans and Austral-
ians who have the most hair on their bodies, and not the Negroes.
So that the comparison is reduced to the fact that the nostrils are
flatter and more flaring in the Negro than in the white.

It is physical characteristics such as the ones mentioned above -
but chiefly those having to do with the shape of the cranium-that
have been brought forward as an indication of the Negro's inferiority
in the matter of intellectual and technical initiative and achievements,
an inferiority that is made out to be congenital; but investigators who
have most painstakingly compared the intelligence of Negro and
white have reached a different conclusion. Bryant and Seligman, for
example, as the result of a comparative study of Bantu and European
school children in South Africa, are of the opinion that the mental
development of the Bantus up to the age of twelve is the more rapid,
while that of the European, which is slower, more sluggish, until
puberty is attained, is the greater from then on. These writers further
conclude that while the European excels the African in qualities of
reflection, judgment, and comprehension, the Negro is superior as
regards memory, intuition, or the immediate perception of things and
capacity for assimilation.43 These, as Pitt-Rivers notes, are differences
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